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Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Reno, NV

The Shepherd’s Voice

 



 
Especially if this is your first time at 
Good Shepherd, welcome!  May 
your worship today inspire and em-
power you for Christian discipleship 
this week.  We ask that you provide 
your name, address and phone 
number on the Connect Card hand-
ed to you as you walked in.  We 
promise not to pester you. 
 
We welcome and encourage our 
little people to join us for worship!  
However, child care is available 
in the nursery for your convenience 
if you prefer.  Activity bags for kids 
are also available in the hallway.  A 
diaper changing table is available 
in the nursery bathroom. 
 
Assisted Listening Devices are 
available for those with difficulty 
hearing.  Please inquire at the 
Sound Booth. 
 
For information on where to park 
on Sunday mornings, please check 
the Information Kiosk in the Wel-
coming Space or our website.  
Questions?  Check with a staff 
member or call the office at 329-
0696. 
 

 
Information Kiosk in the  
Welcoming Space:   
Here you’ll find a lot of good infor-
mation that we don’t always report 
on in print.  This is also the place to 
look for signup sheets for various 
activities. 
 
Our website is at: 
http://www.goodshepherdreno.org. 
 
Are you on Facebook?   
Become a  fan of "Good Shepherd  
Lutheran,  Reno" and receive regu-
lar inspiration, updates, and con-
nection throughout the week!  ❖ 

A Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation 
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Wednesdays, 3-6pm 
Beginning August 8 

We’re living in uncertain times in our world and even in 

our own church during this new and unexpected transi-

tion.  If you cherish some quiet time in a cool place 

during these hot days of August, come down to the 

church on Wednesday afternoons between 3 and 6pm.  

The Sanctuary will be open for anyone wishing to pray, 

find some quiet time or even to get out of the August 

heat.  Maribeth Doerr, our pastoral care coordinator 

and a certified creative grief practitioner, will be availa-

ble in the Welcoming Space if you are in need of pas-

toral care or wish to chat with a friendly face.  We 

begin August 8 through September 12. 

http://www.goodshepherdreno.org
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Well, here we are again.  Just two short years ago we concluded our tran-

sition time, finally, with calling two amazing pastors and three beautiful chil-

dren to our congregation!  But here we are, back in transition . . . 

 

Thank you to the many people who have reached out to me and have 

shared their concern for the staff and me.  So many have said “I feel so 

bad for you . . . how can we manage this again . . . how will we bear this 

once more?”   

 

Our youth that attended the National Youth Gathering last month shared 

their experiences today as I write this article.  They shared overcoming 

frustrations together, feeling God’s spirit amidst 35,000 people singing, 

wondering how God’s grace can change the world.  One of the gifts to me was the music they 

brought back to us from Houston.  As you can imagine, most of it was energetic, filled with Jesus, 

lots of hand clapping and deep joy!  I love those songs!  But then they shared “It is Well with My 

Soul.”  And once again I felt the awesome words of God say these hope-filled words: 

 

  Through it all, my eyes are on You. 

  And it is well with me . . . 

  So let go my soul, and trust in God  

  The waves and wind still know God’s name,  

  It is well with my soul. 

 

These words touched me.  Beautiful people of Good Shepherd, please know that it is not “me” that is 

guiding our process; it is God.  And if we ALL keep our eyes focused and our souls clear from dis-

tractions, it shall be well. It may not be easy.  It may not always be comfortable.  But please know 

that it is “well.”  I will do my best to keep myself and the staff focused on what is most important.  

Last month Pr. Amy described in her letter so clearly our new mission during this transition: 

 

“As a community dedicated to and grounded in the Gospel, the mission and ministry of 

Good Shepherd is not and has never been about any particular pastors or leaders. This 

mission and the strength of this community of believers comes, rather, from the Good 

News of God’s love made manifest in each of you and in the community that together 

we share.” 

 

It is well with my soul! I promise. God promises!  We will be just fine!   

 

So take care of one another! 

Worship joyously! 

Live gratefully! 

Choose happiness! 

And soon, we will have a new leader 

      in place!  

   

God’s Peace,  

Deanna 

 A Word from Deanna Gaunt, Director Worship & Finance 
 

  

LOOKING AHEAD IN WORSHIP 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated at all worship services 
unless noted, 

• 7:30am Worship for early birds      
• 9am Contemporary/ Family worship with band 
• 11am Traditional liturgical with choir 
 

Aug.  5   Blessing of the Backpacks in Worship!   
                 Rally Day!  Pr. Tom Blake preaches. 
Aug.  12, 19, 26    Pr. Tom Blake preaches. 
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Answers to your important questions 

 

When will our Interim Pastor arrive?   
Hopefully this fall but we are not sure yet who it will be or when he/she may arrive.  In the meantime,      
Pr. Tom Blake will fill in on Sundays to preach and lead worship. 
 
Do we have a Call Team?   
Not yet but the Governing Board is actively working on it! 
 
What if I need Pastoral Care?  The staff has devised a Pastoral Care Team headed by Maribeth Doerr.  
We have a variety of pastoral resource people that have agreed to help us counsel, visit the sick, preside for 
funerals and care for those in need.  Maribeth will guide you to the most appropriate resource pastor for 
your situation. 
 
So if you find yourself in need of Pastoral Care, please call the church office and talk to Maribeth 
Doerr, our Director of Operations and Pastoral Care.   
  775.329-0696 Ext. 100    maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org 

Stephanie Leff—Director of Faith Formation and Programming 
Stephanie and her family re-located here last year from Iowa.  Ten years ago, Stephanie was on staff here 
as a Children/Youth Coordinator!  She has always loved Good Shepherd and she said it has felt like coming 
“home” to be back.  She has two teenage daughters, Anna and Abbey, along with her husband Sven. She is 
so thrilled to be working back at Good Shepherd!  

 
Ciara Hornbarger—Receptionist and Student Coordinator 
Ciara was on staff this past year as our Student Coordinator.  She has grown up at Good Shepherd and was 
confirmed here.  Her mom and dad are Bill and Karin Hornbarger and her grandmother is Lynnae Horn-
barger (almost a charter member) so her roots are deep here!  She is a sophomore at UNR and she loves 
her job here! 

 
Maribeth Doerr—Director of Operations/Office, Property, Communications and 
Pastoral Care 
You all know the friendly voice and face of Maribeth in the office but as of July 1, we promoted her!  Now 
she has a very long title (see above) and oversees several areas of ministry.  How does her job change ex-
actly?  Because we were able to hire a half-time receptionist, it frees Maribeth up so she is not locked into 
9am-5pm.  With this in mind, she is able to provide new kinds of resources for Good Shepherd like 
“Sanctuary Time” (see pg. 2),  Care Team Ministries team (see pg. 6), hospital visits, off-site coordination 
of property needs and many, many other things.  She has stepped into this new role not only with confi-
dence but with great enthusiasm and creative energy!   

Meet Our New and Not-So-New Staff 

Along with Deanna, these four are your weekly/office “Chicks in Charge” until a new pastor arrives! 

mailto:maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org
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Confirmation 

 

Our confirmation program serves teenagers primarily in 
7th and 8th grades but is open to any middle and high 
school student who desires to affirm their baptism. We 
rotate between “Bible” year and “Luther” year. This 
year will be focused on Martin Luther’s teaching with a 
strong focus on the Small Catechism. I am still working 
with the confirmation families to determine our best 
meeting time. There will be a parent meeting and con-
firmation will begin in September. In the meantime, 
contact Stephanie Leff at 329-0696 or email her at 
stephanie@goodshepherdreno.org for more infor-
mation or if you have any questions.   

 

Rally Day  
Blessing of the Backpacks 
Sunday, August 5 

 

Join us for Rally Day on 
Sunday, August 5th as we 
bless our backpacks and 
pray for the upcoming 
school year. We will also 
enjoy root beer floats and 
fun activities as we “float” 
into the new Kids’ Com-
munity Year. Rally Day is 
a family event and children and youth will begin meet-
ing in their classes the following Sunday, August 12.   

Sunday Morning Adult Faith  
Formation at 10am 

 

Adult education begins on Sunday, August 12 at 10am.  Pr. 
Brent Hoy-Bianchi will be leading an 8-week series entitled 
“Dialogues on the Refugee Crisis.” We will meet in Shep-
herd Hall after the 9am service. We hope to see many of you 
there for great dialogues!   
 

Weekday Adult Bible Classes  

• Tuesdays | Noon—Bible class led by a variety of re-

tired pastors and lay ministers at noon on Tuesdays in 
the Ministry Center.  Feel free to bring your lunch.    

 

• Thursdays | 3pm—Study God’s Word with this self-led 

small group in the Ministry Center. 

God’s timing is perfect, isn’t it? I am so excited to be back working at Good Shepherd as the Director of 
Faith Formation and Programming. For those of you who don’t know, I held a similar role at here many 
years ago. When I left the position ten years ago, God brought Shaun O’Reilly to Good Shepherd. What a 
great gift he has been to this church over those ten years! A recent move back to Nevada from Iowa found 
me at a place in my life that I was seeking a meaningful career to apply my time and talents. Shaun’s up-
coming internship meant Good Shepherd was looking for someone to take on leadership for many of its 
programs. Perfect timing!  
 
For those of you who do not know me, I’ll give you the quick story. I grew up in Bloomington, MN and moved to Reno after 
marrying my husband Sven 18 years ago. We moved to Cedar Rapids, Iowa in 2011 for a great job opportunity for Sven. We 
missed Reno very much and always kept an eye out for the chance to return. One year ago he accepted a position in Truck-
ee, CA that allowed us to make the move back. We have two beautiful daughters who will both attend Reno High School this 
year. Abbey will be a junior and Anna will be a freshman. We love living in Reno because we love the outdoors. When we 
aren’t working or running around to kids’ activities, we like to spend time hiking, camping and paddleboarding in the great  
Sierras.  
 
As we navigate through some pretty big staff changes this upcoming year, we will need to come together to keep doing the 
good work Good Shepherd has always done. We have many, many wonderful volunteer leaders in this church and we can 
always use you!  Maybe you have been feeling God’s pull on your heart to share your gifts with the church. Let’s talk! Perfect 
timing!  
 
I love this church! After ten years away from here and many, many church experiences later, in both Lutheran and non-
Lutheran churches, I am so happy to be “home.”  I have learned so much since the last time I was on staff here at Good Shep-
herd. I have matured and grown and evolved much like Good Shepherd has. I am so grateful for the opportunity to serve on 
Good Shepherd’s staff again and I look forward to working with you!   ❖ 

 

Questions about Children, Youth & Families 
Ministries; Adult Faith Formation or pro-
gramming at Good Shepherd?  Contact 
Stephanie Leff, our new Director of Faith 
Formation and Programming at 775-329-

0696, extension 105 or email her at       
stephanie@goodshepherdreno.org. 

mailto:stephanie@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:stephanie@goodshepherdreno.org
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August Shared Harvest 

Bag assembly is at 1pm, August 26 at Lord of Mercy 
 
Shared Harvest is a joint ministry of several local Lutheran 
churches who bring food once a month to working-poor fami-
lies.  They deliver up to 82 bags of groceries each month.   
 
Our shopping list for August:   

• Peanut butter (We need 27 jars.) 

• Macaroni & Cheese (We need 55 boxes.) 

• Powdered milk packets (We need 41 packets.) 

• Chicken noodle soup (We need 41 cans.) 

• Disposable razors (We need as many as possible 
 

Call or text Jane Knipmeyer at 762-0940 if you can assist. 

Eddy House Monday Meals 

 

 

We are continuing with our Mon-
day meals program for Eddy 
House.  A signup page is ready 
for August.  You can go to our 
website at goodshepher-
dreno.org and look for the Eddy 
House Meals link at the top un-
der “Welcome to Good Shep-
herd.”  Direct link:   
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48adad2ba7fd0-eddy3 
 
For questions or assistance, please contact Kathi Hoy-Bianchi 
at reimaginedtreasures2@gmail.com or (775) 391-2747. If you 
would like to be on the Eddy House Meals email list, email Mari-
beth Doerr at maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org. 

2nd Mile Giving 
Sunday, August 19 

Benefits St. Vincent’s / Catholic 
Charities 

 

Every month on the third Sunday, we take a 
special  offering called the “2nd Mile Offering” 
which is over and above the regular offerings 
received.  Each month we focus on a different 
ministry in our Synod.  
 
The August 19 2nd Mile Offering will be dis-
tributed as follows:  

• 1/3 to St. Vincent’s / Catholic Charities 

• 1/3 to serve poor people locally (Project 

 Lazarus)   

• 1/3  to serve poor people worldwide    
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God’s Work Our Hands  
Sunday is September 9!   

 

 

We will focus on a few different projects this 
year. Please join our 
congregation in cele-
brating the difference 
we can make in our 
community when we 
join together.  This is 
an annual event with 
participating congre-
gations all over the 
United States.  Watch 
the Welcoming Space 
for signup sheets. A 
couple of the groups 
we plan to assist are 
The Good Shepherd's Clothes Closet, the 
NNIC Garden and Eddy House. We are also 
open to other projects if you would like to or-
ganize one. Please contact Matthew 25 leaders 
Chris  Nielson at cpnielson@gmail.com or Judi 
Hein at judihein@gmail.com for more infor-
mation.   

 
Please plan to wear your purple T-shirt! 

Care Team Ministry Meeting 
Sunday, August 5, 10am 

Former Stephen Ministers, current and past Eucharistic Min-
isters and others interested in helping people in our congre-
gation are invited to a meeting regarding our Care Team Min-
istry to be implemented during our pastoral transition.  We’ll 
meet in the Sanctuary near the organ at 10am.  If you are 
interested but unable to attend, please let Maribeth Doerr 
know at maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org or 775-329-0696, 
extension 100. 

AMMPARO Offering 
Our emergency offering for Lutheran churches/groups involved 
in family reunification work at the border came to $983!!!  Thank 
you!! I was able to speak with Pastor of Iglesia Luterana Cristo 
Rey in El Paso, and she was so grateful for our prayers and 
financial help.  She asked that we split the offering between her 
church and Annunciation House as they are sharing in this 
good work of getting reunited families to the places they need to 
go now, ie buying bus and plane tickets.  She shared that in her 
church, many people have almost no resources themselves, but 
come daily and cook rice, beans, etc for the refugees.  Their 
floors are covered in inflatable mattresses.  God's work . . .  

~ Kathi Hoy-Bianchi 

http://www.goodshepherdreno.org
http://www.goodshepherdreno.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48adad2ba7fd0-eddy3
mailto:reimaginedtreasures2@gmail.com
mailto:maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:cpnielson@gmail.com
mailto:judihein@gmail.com
mailto:maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org
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Governing Board Update 
 
We often hear that change is good, even though most of us strug-
gle with it.  Many resist change, as it takes us out of our comfort 
levels, leaving us insecure and afraid.  Change challenges our 
expectations, our routines, our understanding of the world and 
how we live in it. But there is one who doesn’t change, who walks 
with us in every season of life—no matter how easy or difficult. 
 
Here are eight scripture verses affirming the Lord’s steadfast walk 
with us. Meditate on these verses and share these passages with 
others who might just need encouragement today. 
 
The Lord Doesn’t Change 

“I am the Lord, and I do not change. And so you, the de-
scendants of Jacob, are not yet completely lost.”  
Malachi 3:6 (GNTD) 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”  
Hebrews 13: 8 (GNTD) 

 
The Lord Will Guide You 

“I will teach you the way you should go; I will instruct you 
and advise you.”  
Psalm 32:8 (GNTD) 

“Your word is a lamp to guide me and a light for my path.”  
Psalm 119:105 (GNTD) 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Never rely on what you 
think you know. Remember the Lord in everything you 
do, and he will show you the right way.”  
Proverbs 3:5,6 (GNTD) 
 

The Lord Is With You 
“Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be satis-

fied with what you have. For God has said, ‘I will never 
leave you; I will never abandon you.’”  
Hebrews 13:5 (GNTD) 

“The Lord himself will lead you and be with you. He will not 
fail you or abandon you, so do not lose courage or be 
afraid.”  
Deuteronomy 31:8 (GNTD) 

“Remember that I have commanded you to be determined 
and confident! Do not be afraid or discouraged, for I, the 
Lord your God, am with you wherever you go.”  
Joshua 1:9 (GNTD) 

 
Please know that the Governing Board shares your desire for a 
called permanent pastor. Like you, through our belief, we also 
share the faith that our never-changing God will bring us our new 
pastor in his time. In the mean time we, as your Governing Board, 
have met with Bishop Mark Holmerud who assures us that our 
previous call team's hard work will expedite the calling of our next 
pastor.  We are also in the process of selecting a new call team.   
 
Finally, we are so grateful to our office staff that continues to dis-
play excellent work during the absence of a full time pastor. If you 
have any worship related questions, contact Deanna Gaunt at 
Deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org or 329-0696, extension 101. If 
you have any pastoral needs, please contact Maribeth Doerr at 
Maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org or 329-0696, extension 100. 

In Christ,  
Denise Kolton, Governing Board Member  ❖ 

Governing Board 
 

• Ron Lembke, President 
       ronlembke@gmail.com 
       (775) 303-6535 

• Ken Narducy, Treasurer 
       knarducy@pacbell.net 
       (408) 219-8748 

• Lori Bigham, Secretary 
       lbigham@bighamconsulting.com  
     (775) 544-3870 

• Nicole Guyette, Member at Large 
       guyetten@gmail.com 
  (775) 750-9281 

• Denise Kolton, Member at Large 
       bdKolton@gmail.com 
  (775) 772-6038 

• Mel Cone, Member at Large 
       melcone@melcone.com  
       (530) 318-0710 

Reconciling in Christ Book Club 
Returns for the Fall 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
Tuesday, August 21, at 7pm  

 
From the Back of this Month’s Book: 
 
There is a growing intolerance in our 
world today, revealing a fear and ha-
tred that is isolating large groups of 
people and making them targets of 
persecution and violence. While our 
culture is not new to persecution, the 
violent nature is frightening.  
 
How can we continue to ignore what 
we have witnessed? What can reverse this tendency to 
devalue others? Is the church a constructive force in 
reversing this growing intolerance?  
 
Who Do You Say I Am? is a collection of heart render-
ing life stories shared by the LGBTQ community. This 
group is one of the many that have endured the pain of 
persecution and violence. They long to be known and 
loved and have chosen to be completely transparent 
and vulnerable, sharing their greatest struggles and 
victories, with the hope that their stories would be a cat-
alyst to changing hearts.  
 
Enter deeply into each story and allow your heart to be 
changed.  ❖ 

http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Mal/3/6
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Heb/13/8
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Ps/32/8
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Ps/119/105
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Prov/3/5
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Prov/3/6
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Heb/13/5
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Deut/31/8
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Josh/1/9
mailto:Deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:Maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:ronlembke@gmail.com
mailto:knarducy@pacbell.net
mailto:lbigham@bighamconslting.com
mailto:guyetten@gmail.com
mailto:bdKolton@gmail.com
mailto:melcone@melcone.com
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2008 

2018 

Congratulations  
on  

10 Years of Ministry  

at Good Shepherd and  

Farewell and Godspeed 
as you begin your  

Internship at Lord of Mercy 

in Sparks 



  

Good Shepherd and Quilters Send Pastors Off with New Quilts! 

Pr. Erik’s quilt depicts a path leading to the 
sun, s-u-n. Pr.  Erik’s path is always lead-
ing others to the Son s-o-n, so that’s its 
name, “Always Leading to the Son.” 

 
Left:  Blessing the Quilts 
 
Dear God:  Bless these quilts that they 
may provide warmth, comfort, and fond 
memories for the pastors of their time here 
at Good Shepherd.  Bless Pastors Erik and 
Amy as well as their family as they follow 
your call to serve in Indiana.  Amen   
“WOO!!” 

Pr. Amy’s quilt showcases flowers, especially sunflowers.   Gardeners 
know that as the sun s-u-n travels east to west across the sky, sun-
flowers turn their faces toward the sun and follow it from dawn to 
dusk.  Pr. Amy is following the Son, s-o-n as he leads her in a differ-
ent direction, thus the name, “Follow the Son.” 

Shaun’s quilt’s name is “Driven by 
the Holy Spirit.”  Looking closely 
at the pattern, the brown fabric was 
used to make windmills, and the 
light fabric was used to make pin-
wheels.  Both are driven by the 
wind.  Shaun has been driven by 
the Holy Spirit as he’s worked so 
hard to graduate from seminary and 
now is moving to an internship with 
ordination and a call in the future. 
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Good Shepherd Scholarships 2018 

The Good Shepherd Scholarship team is proud to share that we have awarded TEN college scholarships for the 2018-2019 
school year.  It is exciting to continue supporting the wonderful youth from our church. The scholarship team is looking forward 
to finding new and engaging ways to support our college-age students, both financially and spiritually, as they move forward 
into the next adventures of their lives.  Six of the recipients were able to attend our endowment luncheon and are represented 
in the picture below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are all of the students who received scholarships and a little bit about them: 

Ian Flores will be attending UNR 
and will major in Sonic Produc-
tion and Music Engineering. He 
hopes to start his career immedi-
ately, mainly because this career 
does not require a degree to 
know exactly what you need to 
do. This career is on a very 
broad spectrum. An interesting 
fact you may not know about Ian 
is that he has Asymmetric Ambly-
opia, which impairs all vision in 
his left eye. Ian gives credit to 
Deanna and the 4Gsus Band for 
helping him grow as both a musi-
cian and a Christian. 
 

Cassie Phillips will be a sen-
ior at Washington State Uni-
versity.  She is a double ma-
jor in Physics and Spanish, 
and will receive a mathemat-
ics minor. She is in the Hon-
ors Program, and will have 
her Global Leadership Com-
petency. She hopes to main-
tain a cumulative GPA over a 

3.5 while continuing to investigate how to simulate quantum 
random walks using path integrals.  She is passionate about 
helping WSU and other university students with mental 
health issues and has her own website to provide resources 
and help. And, she visited Nanjing China! 
 
 

Ben Reynolds will be going to UNR as a 
biology major where he has been accept-
ed into the BSMD program, a direct entry 
program into medical school.  Ben is cur-
rently a volunteer at the Renown Health 
Services Emergency Room and hopes to 
become a doctor, a problem solver, and a 
creator of humanitarian relief.  Coming 
from a Catholic and Jewish background, 
Ben has enjoyed learning about different 
faiths and building a sense of community. 

 
Shelby Damron will be a junior at 
Gonzaga University this fall. She is 
majoring in economics and French 
and minoring in music and analyti-
cal finance. She will be spending 
the fall semester at IAU College in 
Aix-en-Provence, France where she 
will study French and Economics 
through the French Honors Pro-

gram. She will only speak French this semester, so she 
should greatly improve her French skills! She is planning to 
travel as much as she can throughout France and Europe.  
 
Ciara Hornbarger will be a sophomore at the 
University of Nevada, Reno. She is majoring in 
Community Health Science with an emphasis 
of Public Health. She hopes she won’t be as 
stressed out she was as a freshmen and also 
hopes to get more involved in UNR activities. 
A fun fact about her is that she works for Good 
Shepherd as our Receptionist and Student 
Coordinator. 
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Nathan Hickox-Young will be 
starting his freshman year at Wart-
burg College where he hopes to 
share Good Shepherd’s message 
of love and joy.  Nathan has served 
as an usher and altar server, start-
ing when he was 8 or 9 years old, 
following in the footsteps of his 
brothers.  Nathan feels like he grew 
up in the church and that it has al-
ways been a part of him.  He has 

been a part of the synod youth committee and has filled 
many roles at Good Shepherd.  
 
Paul Lessard is going to be a 
freshman at Texas A&M.  Paul has 
been involved at Good Shepherd 
since he was in 5th grade.  He en-
joyed being part of plays and read-
ings as well as service projects and 
fundraisers.   The youth gathering 
in Detroit was an impactful trip that 
strengthened his faith.  He credits 
Pastor Carl with being his role mod-
el of a relationship with God.  He 
also appreciates Shaun O’Reilly and his enthusiasm and 
love for his work.  

 
Brooke Meredith will be starting her 
freshman year in biology at Oregon 
State University.   She would like to 
achieve her life goal of becoming a 
psychiatrist. Brooke has represented 
Good Shepherd as the president of 
the Sierra Pacific Synod Youth Com-
mittee!  Brooke has also spent a lot of 
time working in the Good Shepherd 
nursery on Sundays and Thursdays. 
 

 
Grace Tibben-Lembke will be 
starting her junior year at Gusta-
vus Adolphus. Grace appreci-
ates that Good Shepherd has 
been a great support in difficult 
and transitional times in her life.  
Grace was glad to work as an 
intern in the Good Shepherd 
office last summer where she 
developed a deeper appreciation 
for all that everyone does there.  She appreciates that Shaun 
O’Reilly and Good Shepherd have always made her feel 
able to have open dialogue, ask questions and wrestle with 
ideas she struggles with.  Her experiences have made her 
able to be comfortable and enjoy her feminist bible study at 
Gustavus.  
 

Jonathan Hickox-Young will be 
starting his junior year as an Honors 
Percussion Performance major at 
Gustavus Adolphus College in St. 
Peter, MN.  He appreciates that 
Good Shepherd has given him a 
strong foundation in his faith and the 
opportunity to play music with his 
family and community members.  He 
was excited to have the opportunity 
to go on a music trip to Norway and 
Sweden this past January with the 
highest band at Gustavus.  

 
 

 

Announcing an open rehearsal for all interested ringers! 

Sunday, August 12 at noon(ish) - 1pm 
 
You've seen the teens play bells, and now it's your turn! We'll be starting an adult handbell en-
semble this fall at Good Shepherd. Anyone who is interested can join; no musical experience is 
required. Whether you played bells in the past or just think they're shiny and want to play with 
them, this opportunity is for you. Rehearsals will be held on Sundays from noon to 1pm (or 
whenever the 11:00 service ends). Instead of requiring a year-long commitment, I am going to 
ask ringers to commit to a Sunday performance and the 4-5 rehearsals before it. To learn more 
about the group, find out about the fall schedule, and see if handbells is something you would 
like to play, join us for an open rehearsal on Sunday, August 12 from noon to 1pm. Everyone is 
welcome to come by and try them out! If you have questions, or if you would like to play but 
can't make the open rehearsal, contact Derek Nance at Derek@GoodShepherdreno.org. 

mailto:Derek@GoodShepherdreno.org
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Ongoing Meetings /Events 
 
Sundays 

• 8am  4GSus Band rehearsal 

• 9:30am  Adult choir rehearsal (choir room—off for the summer) 

• Second Mile Giving (3rd Sunday of the month) 

• Shared Harvest (4th Sunday of the month) 

 

Mondays 

• 9:30am  Hearts & Hands Quilters (1st & 3rd Monday of the month) 
 

Tuesdays 

• 5:30pm Justice Huddle (2nd Tuesday of the month) 

• 6pm Personnel Team (1st Tuesday of the month) 
 

Wednesdays    

• 1pm Rebekah Circle (2nd Wednesday of the month—off for the summer)  

• 5pm OWLS Dinner (3rd Wednesday of the month) 

• 5:30pm Governing Board (3rd Wednesday/month) 

• 7pm Matthew 25 Team (4th Wednesday of the month) 
 

Fridays 

• 9:15am Worship Setup 

• 9:15am Women’s Coffee Club (3rd Friday of the month 

August 2018 Highlights 

Wednesdays, 3-6pm, Beginning Aug. 8 
We’re living in uncertain times in our world and even in our own church during 
this new and unexpected transition.  If you cherish some quiet time in a cool 
place during these hot days of August, come down to the church on Wednes-
day afternoons between 3 and 6pm.  The Sanctuary will be open for anyone 
wishing to pray, find some quiet time or even to get out of the August heat.  
Maribeth Doerr, our pastoral care coordinator and a certified creative grief 
practitioner, will be available in the Welcoming Space if you are in need of 
pastoral care or wish to chat with a friendly face.  We begin August 8 through 
September 12. 

Care Team Ministry Meeting 
Sunday, August 5, 10am 

 
Hikers 

Saturday, August 11 
Mt. Rose Waterfall 

 
OWLS Dinner 

(Older Wiser Lutheran Singles) 
Wednesday, August 15, 5pm 

Mimi’s Café, 5090 Kietzke Lane 
 

Justice Huddle 
Tuesday, August 14, 5:30pm 
at Irene Heinemeier’s home 

 
Women’s Coffee Club 

Friday, August 17, 9:15am 
Perk Up Coffee Shop 

310 S. Arlington 
 

Reno Aces Night! 
Friday, August 17, 7pm 

If you haven’t gotten a ticket and want to 
go, contact Stephanie Leff at           

stephanie@goodshepherdreno.org 
or 329-0696. 

 
Hot August Pipes  

Organ Concert by David Brock 
Friday, August 17, 7pm  

at Good Shepherd 
 

Matthew 25 Team 
Wednesday, August 22, 5:30pm 

Ministry Center 
 

Hikers 
Saturday, August 25 
Incline Flume Trail 

 
Home Means Nevada Update 

Sunday, August 26, 10am 
Shepherd Hall 

 
Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, September 30, 10am 

Happy 50th Anniversary  
Dianne and Carl Wilfrid! 

You’re invited!  August 19 
It takes a village to support and sustain a marriage!  
Carl and Dianne Wilfrid want to say thank you to the 
Good Shepherd congregation and celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of their marriage on Sunday, August 19, 
during coffee hour following each service.  Please join 
us for some celebration cake and conversation! 

mailto:stephanie@goodshepherdreno.org
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Long Range Planning Committee Report 
 
In July of 2017, Pr. Erik and Pr. Amy consulted many members of our congregation and assembled a long-range plan-
ning team. Folks agreeing to be on the team included Diana Welmerink, Becky Erdmann, Paul Brosy, Glennis Bishop, 
Alyssa O’Hair, and me. Pr. Erik and Pr. Amy guided the team and participated in all our meetings and exercises. Dean-
na Gaunt and our staff were enormously helpful with our many meetings and administrative needs. 
 
The team was composed of a cross section of The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd membership. We included 
men and women, new members, long term members, former church leaders, people who participate in many church 
activities, people with young families, grandparents and representatives of all Sunday services. In the early stages of 
our efforts, I agreed to be Chairman of the group.  
 
Since our first meeting last year, we have had numerous Planning Team meetings. We met every month and had many 
email exchanges and phone conversations. We also conducted 4 separate outreach meetings with the congregation. 
We did the outreach meetings at convenient times for our congregation. We also conducted two surveys. Finally, we 
met with our Governing Board. Using all these tools for feedback from the congregation, we developed a concise and 
achievable plan for the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd.   
 
In our first meeting, we looked at previous planning efforts for Good Shepherd. We took pleasure in hearing from long 
term members about the mission statement developed in the last planning effort. It is the mission currently on our web-
site and it states, “To be Christ’s Church in this time and place, we are: reaching, caring, teaching and sharing.” We 
have lived up to this commitment and we know these efforts will continue.  
 
Then we did a SWOT analysis of our church (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats). As I previously said, 
we also did outreach with the congregation and conducted surveys. Based on this extensive work and outreach, we 
developed a plan with 3 specific goals.  We also looked at how to structure implementation strategies to achieve our 
goals. The following is what we presented to our Governing Board.  
 
Long Range Plan Proposal for Governing Board 
 
The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd believes that God’s love is for all people. We celebrate the ways in which 
our members and congregation are engaged in the community as living extensions of God’s abundant love. We admire 
the strong commitments to social justice, described in Matthew 25:31-40 as a commitment to caring for all of God’s chil-
dren. In the long term, we remain committed to living out this love. We also recommend the following priorities as short-
term ministry goals. These are intended to strengthen the strong and inclusive witness in which we as a congregation 
are already engaged. We believe they will extend the ways in which we extend God’s love in all areas of ministry.  
 

As a congregation with a desire to welcome each other, we intend to build connection between individuals and be-
tween individuals and various groups within the congregation. 

 
As a congregation committed to the proclamation of the Gospel, we intend to pass on God’s story through welcom-

ing and relevant programming that connects children and youth to worship and faith formation opportunities. 
 

As a congregation that has affirmed our identity as a Reconciling in Christ congregation committed to welcoming 
and affirming LGBTQ persons, we intend to strive to be more aware of the needs and inclusion of members of 
the LGBTQ community both within and beyond our congregation. 

 
Pr. Amy, Pr. Erik and I presented this plan to our Governing Board on June 20. The board prayerfully considered and 
discussed our recommendations. Some minor changes were made to the language and they were adopted with these 
changes.  
 
In the very near future, we will be seeking volunteers to lead three Task Forces associated with each goal. We will also 
be seeking volunteers to be members of the Task Forces. These Task Forces will consider their assigned goal and de-
velop very specific proposals for action. These action items can include events, processes, meetings, and tasks to work 
towards our goals. All these actionable items must be attainable. They should also be measurable. These Task Force 
lists will become our implementation strategy for the goals in our plan. We will start looking for leaders and members 
very soon. 
 
This has been a very rewarding process for our committee. We are grateful for the leadership of Pr. Erik and Pr. Amy. 
We are also grateful for all the guidance and participation from our congregation. Hopefully, you will consider leading 
one of these Task Forces and/or participating as a member in one of the Task Force activities.  
 
Knute Knudson, Planning Committee Chairman  ❖ 
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BUILDING FINANCE TEAM REPORT 

 
The Heritage & Hope capital campaign for 2017 – 2018 – 2019 is at the mid-point as of the end of June 2018.  The Building 
Finance Team is pleased to provide the following update on your pledges and gifts, the loan balance, capital expenditures 
through June 30, 2018 and our projection for the future. 
 
YOUR GIVING 
Pledges and gifts received 2017    $197,441.65 
Pledges and gifts received 2018    $  47,423.00 
Total pledges and gifts received over 18 months  $244,864.65 
 
LOAN PAYMENTS AND BALANCES 
Mission Investment Fund Loan balance January 1, 2017     $741,413.36 
We made 12 monthly payments totaling $113,400.00 ($30,021.51 interest)   $  83,378.49> 
We made three additional $25,000 loan reduction payments totaling    $  75,000.00> 
 
Loan balance January 1, 2018       $583,034.87 
We made 6 monthly payments totaling $56,700 ($10,560.76 interest)  $  46,139.24> 
We made one additional $25,000.00 loan reduction payment   $  25,000.00> 
Loan Balance June 30, 2018       $511,895.63 
Loan balance reduced over 18 months $229,517.73  (714,413.36 - $511,895.63) 
 
CAPITAL PROJECTS AND EXPENSES 
Mission Investment Fund Loan Refinance Fee $     500.00 
Monument Sign (Sierra Sign)   $  8,520.00 
Sign Lighting (Jensen Electric)   $  4,665.00 
Portable Partitions for Shepherd Hall  $  1,712.00 
Deposit for Video Screen (DSI)   $  3,000.00 
Total Capital Projects and Expenses  $18,397.00 
 
LOOKING FORWARD 
In the fall of 2017 we successfully refinanced our loan balance with Mission Investment Fund which reduced our loan interest 
and our required monthly payments to $4,754.00 per month.  At that time, with the approval of the Governing Board, it was 
agreed that we would continue to make monthly payments of $9,450.00 to further reduce our loan balance.   
 
As you can see, 2018 pledges and gifts totaled $47,423.00.  Our monthly loan payments of $9,450.00 totaled $56,700.00.  As 
a result of this variance, and our capital expenditures this year, the Cash on Hand for the Building Fund has decreased from 
$97,963.75 to $51,464.17.  It is our expectation that by the end of 2018 everyone who made a pledge will be able to meet their 
commitment and we fully expect to continue making accelerated monthly payments for the balance of this year.  We are truly 
thankful for your continued gifts as we project the year end loan balance will be in the neighborhood of $470,000.00. 

GETTING WIRED 
 
It has in years past been the practice of Lutheran Advocacy to review and comment on statewide ballot 
propositions, looking at them through the prism of the ELCA Social Statements.  Two measures on the 2018 
ballot are about energy.   
 
Question 3 is one you’ve seen before.  It’s a proposal to amend the state Constitution to basically deregu-
late the energy market in Nevada.  It came through the initiative process and was passed in the general election 

of 2016.  Because it’s an amendment to the Constitution, as opposed to a law, the voters must approve a second time.   
 
A refresher on the background of Question 3 may be helpful.  In the early 2000’s, people began to recognize the benefits of 
moving from fossil fuels to renewable sources for power.  At the time, NV Energy had about 90% of the state’s energy market 
under a legal monopoly.  In 2013, the Legislature mandated that NV energy move toward renewable energy, which they have 
begun to do.  Around that time, many homeowners used tax breaks to install solar arrays, and sold their surplus power to NV 
Energy under the “net metering” program.   In late 2015, the net metering reimbursement rate dropped, rendering solar invest-
ments much less cost-effective.  At about the same time, some casino operators wanted to be able to leave NV Energy and 
buy electricity elsewhere.  Question 3 was born out of this dissatisfaction on the part of both large & small consumers. 
 
Question 3 calls for the Legislature to “establish an open, competitive retail electric energy market” and reduce energy 
market regulation and prohibit energy monopolies.  Special attention must be paid to consumer protection.  All this must be 
accomplished by July 1, 2023.  One feature of the act is the statement that “nothing herein shall be construed to invalidate 

 
. . . continued on next page 



General Fund Summary  JUNE 2018 2nd Quarter Update      

     Cash Reserves Accounts:     

   Jan. 1 Checking Account balance:  $      14,675.77  

Year to Date  Income  $   257,644.25   JUNE 30 Checking Acct. balance:  $      (2,031.69) 

Year to Date Expense  $   274,351.71   JUNE 30 Cash Reserves  Account  $      25,411.23  

Year To Date         

Income/Exp. 
 $  (16,707.46)  JUNE 30 Infastructure Funds  $         1,708.86  

   JUNE 30 Special Gifts Fund (restricted)  $            811.58  

NOTES for JUNE:     JUNE 30 Thrivent Funds  $         2,371.37  

$10,00 was borrowed from the Cash Reserves 
Fund 

JUNE 30  Prepaid offerings  $       11,375.00  

Year to date   JUNE 30 Columbarium Account  $       21,650.62  

    Available Cash Total   $       61,296.97 

Accounts 
June 1, 2018      Balance 

June 30, 2018      

Balance 
 Month Change  

                C-B 

General Fund - checking  $       6,074.27   $    (2,031.69)  $     (8,105.96) 

Project Lazarus - checking  $       1,104.21   $      1,874.02   $         769.81  

Youth Fund - checking  $       7,261.47   $      4,710.98   $     (2,550.49) 

Columbarium Fund - checking  $     21,650.62   $    21,651.51   $             0.89  

     

RESTRICTED ACCOUNTS:     

Restricted - checking  $     46,292.83   $    48,468.70   $      2,175.87  

Cash Reserves - savings  $     30,410.02   $    25,411.23   $     (4,998.79) 

Building Fund - checking  $     60,704.40   $    51,464.17   $     (9,240.23) 

     

PERMANENTLY RESTRICTED ACCOUNTS:     

Endowment Fund - Total Assets and Liabilities          
(As of March 2018  updated quarterly) 

 $   155,573.50   $  155,573.50   $                 -    

 Endowment Fund - Granting Fund  $       5,876.18   $      5,876.18   $                 -    

   $   334,947.50   $  312,998.60    

Continued from previous page . . . 
 
Nevada’s public policies on renewable energy, energy efficiency and environmental protection or limit the Legislature’s abil-
ity to impose such policies on participants in a competitive electricity market.” 
 
After the initiative passed in 2016, Governor Sandoval established the Governor’s Committee on Energy Choice.”  The 
committee was 25 people representing every aspect of production and use of electricity.  Their final report was released July 1, 
2018, and it’s unfortunately too long to analyze here.  However it appears that the committee took care to address each con-
cern raised by the bill, and made policy recommendations for the Governor and the Legislature.  You can read it at http://
energy.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/energynvgov/content/Programs/TaskForces/2017/CEC_FINAL%20to%20GOV.pdf.   
 
Question 6 is much simpler.  It simply calls for a much faster move to renewable energy than is mandated now.  At 
present, the state must generate at least 25% of its energy from renewable sources by 2025.  Question 3 calls for 50% renew-
ables by 2030, through small increments every two years.  There doesn’t appear to be any conflict between the two amend-
ments, and as mentioned above, Question 3 seems to allow for the more rapid conversion.   
 
We in LEAN believe the ELCA Social Statement on the environment speaks to these issues.  “Caring for Creation:  Vision, 
Hope, and Justice” begins by saying, “Even as we join the political, economic, and scientific discussion, we know care for the 
earth to be a profoundly spiritual matter.”  The statement talks about the principle of sufficiency, defined as meeting the basic 
needs of all humanity.  The Statement recognizes that business and industry have an important role in providing what 
people need, and notes that “government can use both regulations and market incentives to seek sustainability.  We 
will foster genuine cooperation between the private and public sector in developing them.”    ❖ 

http://energy.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/energynvgov/content/Programs/TaskForces/2017/CEC_FINAL%20to%20GOV.pdf
http://energy.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/energynvgov/content/Programs/TaskForces/2017/CEC_FINAL%20to%20GOV.pdf


 

 

2018 Northern Nevada Pride Parade 
July 28, 2018 

You Are Welcome Here 
 

Welcome to long-time Lutherans, Christians from every tradition, and people new to the faith. 
 

Welcome to all who have no church home, want to follow Jesus, have doubts, or do not believe. 
 

Welcome to new visitors and old friends. 
 

Welcome especially to all who have ever been made to feel unwelcome by the church.   
 

Welcome to people of every age and size, color and culture, marital status, ability and challenge, sexual  
orientation and gender identity.  We want to be clear that we welcome lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender  

and queer persons to participate in the life of the congregation. 
 

Welcome to believers, questioners, and questioning believers.  This is a place where you are  
welcome to celebrate and grieve, to rejoice and recover.   

 
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.   

 
This is a place where lives are made new. 

 
Come and see! 

 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Reno, NV 



    Shepherd’s Voice, August 2018, page 17 



Shepherd’s Voice, August 2018, page 18 


